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US Army Chaplain
Colonel { Retired) Ronald
Cobbwasthe guest speaker
atthe December Member-
ship Luncheon. He had re-
cently completed a vear of
dutv in Bosniaas Command
Chaplain for US forces of
Task Force Eagle in the re-
gion. Aspartofhispresen-
tation, Chaplain Cobbwore
a ball cap with the flags of all the nations with peace-
keeping/stabilization forces in Bosnia, Andunderhis
jacket and dress shirt, which he removed, he worea
T-shirt witha map of Bosniaonits back with the logos
of NATO and the 35® Infantry Division (National
Guard)on it

Chaplain Cobb gave some background onthe
US involvementin Bosnia and spoke ofhis experi-
ences and observations. He was both candid and
sincere. He spoke of centuries old hostilities and
hatredamong the religiousand ethnic groupsin Bosnia.
These include the Serbs of Orthodox and Serbian
Orthodox faiths; the Croats, whoare primarily Catho-
lic: Bosnians, whoare primarily Islamic; and Romasor
Gypsies. The largest conflicts have been between
Islamics and Orthodox. He talked of the killing and
ethnic cleansing by Serbia and how NATO had no
power over the Serbs until the US sent in forces. At
one point Chaplain Cobb said the actions of the Serbs
reminded him ofthe Nazis during WW L. He saidthe

Chaplain Colonal
{Retirad) Ronatd Cobb

Speakershares his experiences as a
US Army Chaplainin Bosnia

presence of US forces provided backing for NATO.
If the Serbs were told not to move men, material or
equipment and they did, US forces blew itup.

Chaplain Cobb said that peace is coming in
Bosniaandthe country isstabilizing, but US forces will
continue to be in the region for the near future. The
34" Division relieved the 35", Ifthings continue as
they are, the number of US forces will reduce each
year. During hisyear intheregion, some ofthe positive
change he noticed included repairing and rebuilding
the country’sbuildings.

Knowing the Koran and having taught it, Chap-
|lain Cobb used this knowledge with the Eagle Base
troops. He used the Koran for some of his daily
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Plane Talk, the oftficial nowsletiar

of Combat Air Museum
ol Topekn, Kansas,
ia published bi manthly.
¥ our questions and commenis
ireweleamed,
Any information for Plane Talk
should he submitted to CAM office.

Bosnia, con't. from page 1

meditations. He talked to the soldiers about it to help them get (o know the
penple and so they would not make mistakes intheir dealings with them. He
Found that US troops did not know much about the Koran. He said the Islamic
people loved the US soldiers. and the Serbs hated them. Soldiersat Eagle Base
were under death threats by Serbs, but they were not under hostile fire like LS
troopsin Afghanistan or Irag.

During his tour in Bosnia, Chaplain Cobb attended a mosque dedication
at Kortosko, He was acommand representative. There were some concerns
about how the US delegation would be received, but their presence was
considered impor-
tant for furthering
better US relatiﬂn:.‘ FEhﬂ.IErf MEm bership Ll.l ﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂ :

ChaplainCobbsaid 5 .
it betielils speakers will tell of celebrations of

a big drink in | 100th anniversary of powered ﬂlght

Bosnia, and if the The speakers for our February Membership
plumbrandydidnot {1 4y cheon will be Diek Trupp and Stu Entz. In
ﬁmﬁ:::::l ':*;;“; December, they traveled to Washington, D.C.and
Aoeddy

a bad visit. Fortu- m‘:mtthﬁnmp,, 3
nately, the plum =

brandy wasnot long

incoming out at the mosque dedication. and
all went well. Back at Eagle Base, Chaplain
Cobbwastalking about the dedication with
his superiors, and they were commenting on
the activities. He wascurious how they knew
about some of the details. That is when he
learned there had been at least one armed
assault helicopterin high orbitoverthe dedi-
cation ready to go in if things went sour.

Chaplain Cobbalso commented on the
number of land mines in Bosnia, over one
million, and that the locationofonly about 13
to 1/2 ofthese is known. Injuries and deaths
among the region’s population are very high
because of the mines. He also said that US
forces uncovered many armscaches.

The yearin Bosniaand hisdealings with
its peoples left adeepimpression with Chap-
lain Cobb, Heiswriting a book, Memories
of Basnia, which should be out soon, and is
planning a return trip, this ime asacivilian,
with hiswife, o continue some of the activities
setup during his tour. We wish him the best
in serving hismission, =+
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Price Family makes CAM billboard

available on I-70
Thankstoavery generous dona- Late last summer, alocal repre-
tionto CAM from the family of Harlan  sentative from Lamar Companies con-
Price, anew highway billboardsign  tacited Dick Trupp about the avail-
along easthound Interstate 70 willhe  ability ofthe billboard space along -
funded forsome 17 months. Thissipn 70 and offered a 36-month package

is near mile maker 323, a few miles
westofthe intersectionof Kansas High-
way 99and [-70. Itisa 1 0-foot by 40-
foot billboard produced by the Lamar
Companies. It shows the Museum’s
F11F-1 Blue Angel Tigerin a flying
attitude. Exitand route information to
the Museum and CAM's location at
Forbes Field are also on the billboard.
The colors in the billboard are vibrant,
and it isreally well done.

Harlan Price wasalwaysastrong
advocate of highway signage for the
Museum and not without cause. Over
the past few vears we have tracked on
our visitor sign-in sheets how visitors

to the Museum. This was approved
and the billboard was up by Septem-
ber.

Aboutthe same time that Lamar |
contacted Dick, but separately, Harlan
talked with Dick and curator Danny |
San Romani that after his death, he |
feltthathis family would supportmak-
ing a contribution to the Museum for
putting up abillboard. Harlan never
got to see the I-70 billboard, but he
and his wife Lucy did get to see an
artist’s rendering of the proposed bill-
board before Harlan died.

We lost Harlan in October. In

December, Dick wrote a letter to |

have learned aboutthe Museum. And ~ CraigPrice, Harlan’s son, regarding |

eachofthose vears, highway signshave  Harlan’s comments about the bill-

been the numberone reason, alwaysby ~ board, and Lucy, on behalf of the

awidemargin. For2003, signsledthe  Price family, presented Dick witha

next most given reason by over 350  contribution carmarked to support the

tallies. I-70billboard. -
Priortothe new hillboard, CAM We are greatly indebted to the |

wasadvertised on Kansas Department  Prices, notonly forthiscontribution, |

of Highway Signage, Kansas Tummpike  butfor somuchofHarlan'stimespent |

Association Signage, andonedonated  supporting and being an integral part

signbetween Lawrence and Topeka.,  ofthismuseum. 2+ -

At one time there had been another

billboard sign, but

monthly mu&? costs Noller DEﬂIﬂI'ShipS

eventually caused the

Museum to have it 'ﬂ'f Tﬂpeltﬂ

removed. AndHarlan mmmn

felt we had always www.nollerford com

suffered lost visitors Kaller Lincoln-Mercury-Mazda

because of that.

2048 3. Kansas TRS-2ET-2800

Holler Automotive on the Mall
West Riidge Mall 785-228-0812

warw nalberaales. com
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Wecurrently carry some cloth-
ing items in the Gift Shop that sport
the CAM logo, and they look pretty
sharp. Oneisalight gray sweatshirt
with Combat Air Museum across

the top in navy blue, with the gold
CAM wings logo underneath, and
Forbes Field Topeka, Kansas be-
low the wings in navy blue, The
material is 50% cotton / 50% poly-
ester. Adultsize XXL costs$22.95,
Adults S through XL cost $20.00,
and Child sizescost $17.50.

The second clothing item isa
knit polyester stocking cap. It is
navy blue. Ithas Combat Air Mu-
seum inwhite withthe CAM wingsin
gold and white below that, and
Forbes Field, Topeka in white be-
low the wings. The stocking caps
cost $10.00.

These are just a few of the
many great, unique items you'll find
inourGift Shop.

Come out to look at the new
goods. For our distant members,
we can certainly do a mail order
shipment. Remember, membersre-
ceive a 10% discount off the pur-
chase price of these items. =

Biscuits & gravy fund raiser hampered by weather

The biscuits and gravy fund
raiserevent held on Saturday, De-
cember 13, netted about $175.00
for the Museum. Our moming
was met with cold weather and
snow thatcut down on folks com-
ing out to eat and see the F-14
Tomeat. Wecollected 52 tickets
from the four-hour feed. Besides
commentsonthe weather, we re-
ceived alotof comments onhow

good the biscuitsand gravy were.
Gene Howerter and Larry
McCormick already have plans
in the works to hold anther bis-
cuits and gravy feed during the
May 27-30 weekend of the Na-
tional Hot Rod Association Sum-
mer MNationals held at Heartland
Park Topeka, As that time ap-
proaches, we will be seeking vol-
unteers tohelpwiththisevent. =

CAM Benefit Auction
set for March 6th

The 1* Annual Combat Air
Museum Benefit Auction will be
held Saturday, March&™at6 pam. at
the Old Mill Auction Center, 1401
Winfield Avenue, Topeka. Thisisin
the Oakland area of Topeka, sev-
eral blocks north and eastof Phillip
Billard airport. The auction houseis
atwo-story red brick building origi-
nally known as the Woolen Mill,
builtin 1894, once used by Albin K.
Longrento build his New Longren
airplanes, beginning in 1920,

Thisauction isanopportunity
to start a viable annual fund raiser for
CAM. We've beencollecting items
since theend of the vearand can still
take contributions up to the begin-
ning of March for the first anction. If
vouhave items for the anction, please
bring them to Hangar 604 orcall the
Museum if youare unable todeliver
them. The auction house hasanarea
for us to store donated items.

We want good, usable, “used
but like new™ items donated forthe
auction, not garage sale items. No
clothing will be accepted.

For more information about
donations or the auction, please call
the Museum at 862-3303,



Letters and mission logs from Korea

Thix ix our third installment of
letters and combar mission logs weitlen
Jron Sowth Koreoa i T3 2 by dolin Walker
Hatcher, then o USMC Second Lieufen-
ant flving Corsair fighier-bombers.
Times arve based on o 2M-howr, military
clock K-6 was a Marine airfield about
40t mifes vouth of the South Korean capi-
fad oity of Seond. We reprodiece them heve
Srom the original tex,

Letter Mo. 3 [K-6] Wed eve, 30 Apr.

Drear Momi,

Justan addition tothismoming"s mail.
[ received 3 letters from vou today: 2
letters and | Easter Card, that is. Thank
VOLL

As you can see, it takes about 7 days
for mail fo et here, and vice versa, Your
last one was mailed on the 232,

Imentioned earlier that [ might po onto
the carrier, and join YMF-212 [a Marine
fighter squadron]. That is still uncertain,
or rther I'm still debating it. Whenyou're
on the carrier, you work 10 days, then
have 10 days liberty. That is really nice,
huh? 10 days out of 20 in Japan. T would
be able to 2ee the whole group of islands,
almost. Here, we work 4 weeks, then get
one week off for R&R. We heard WIMF-
115 15 going to get our Alls [an attack
version of the FAU Corsair], so if that*s
true ["m definitely gomz o312, Well, see
youl later (write, that is).

Love, Johnny

Mission 82 [K-a] 1 May

Rail-Cutnorth ofHaeju{Y'C-3733)

Armarment 2= 0008 boanbs, 85" HVAR
[high velocity aircraft rocker)

TO [take-off]-1645 BL [bomb line]-
1710 Land-1805

[ was leader's wingman. We dropped
I 1000# 1*run, and 1 1000#2™ run, Then
miade 4 rocket runs, firing pairs each run,
Strafed on the last run. Total ofé mns, Mo
apparent Mak. We all had good hits with

bath rockets and bombs. Mo outstanding
incidents.

Mission #3 [K-6] 2 May

Close Air Support (near Holy Land) -
BT9%18

Armmament 2 10002 bombs, & 5"
ATAR's [anti tank aircraft rocket]

T-1245 BL-1310 Land-1650

| was 2** division leader's wingman.
We were controlled by Osowood 50-1, and
our target was [0} bunkers near a river,
Dropped 1 1000 12 run, and 1 10006 Jasi
run {manual release). Made 4 rocketruns,
firing pairs, Strafed on last 2 runs. Total
of 7 runs. Got 90% coverage, 75% off,
Good hits, 2 secondary explosions. En-
countered my first Mak this mission —
3Tmm, while orbiting neartarget. Flak was
right of in hdg. & alt. [heading and
altrtude]; very close,

Mission # 4 [K-6] 5 May

Flak Suppression (near Huichon) BVY-
6341

Armament | 1008EYT bomb, 4 100#
bomba

I3-0800 BL-0830Land-1030

I was second section [* division
wingman, Targetwas 4 90mim [guns] near
RR [ruitroad]. Thitrighton. Light flak, One
run. Mo oulstanding incidents,

Mission #5 [K-6] 5 May

Fail-Cut{near Huichon) BV -6645

Armament-1 1000 BOME, 85" HVAR

T-1245 BL-1310 Land-1 505

I'was 2™ section | ®division wing-man
Dropped 1000%er on run, fired 2 rockeds,
Fired other 6 rockets ata town & camp in
avalley near there. 1run, no fak. My hit
missedthe RR, buthiton the hill above it
amid cowsed a land-slide that covered the
EE. Mo outstanding imcidents.

to be continued in the
next issue of Plane Talk
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Nowthat there
15 not much grass
I mowing going on,
Martin Moyer and

. = Amos Page, with
The new paneling and sloped

" : some assistance

cap ane goirg o in Hangar 604,
pars going tp . from Don Diawson,
Bob Crapser,

Gene Howerter, and Dick Trupp. are working on a
major hangar improvement in 604, There havebeenalot
of measuring, sawing, drilling and hammering poingonin

Topeka's Finest Margaritas

— ?k *
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Maexican & Amarican Aﬁw
Fine American Foods * Ch 's Menu

Fajitag...Our Specialty
266-4503 3320 S. Topeka Blvd.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Wy Doyt Tands & Pasoned Dadoks Aooired!

1 Improvements are in the works for Hangar 604

the hangarthe past few weeks. This project will greatly
improve the hangar appearance as an exhibit space.
Matenals tor the project are funded by donations from
one of our members.

Starting in the northeast corner of the hangarand
working around the north and west interior walls to the
workshop, Martin and Amos are installing studs and
eight footwall panels. A slopedcapisalsobeing installed
ontopofthe studs and panels. Asthe work movesalong,
Donextends existing power outlets out to the surface of
the new paneling. Partofthis procedure involved some
rewiring to bring power back to a few formerly non-
working outlets. Other outlets proved to have poor
grounds, and this problem has been fixed, too.

Onee the panel and cap installation is complete, and
the weather warms enough. the panels and caps will be
painted asemi-gloss white. Thiswill greatly brighten the
hangar areasalong the walls, and the semi-gloss will be
easier to clean. But even in its present, unpainted
condition, these installed panels and caps have greatly
enhanced the appearance of 604. This hangar has
traditionally been knownasthe storage-restoration han-
gar. While that still remains true, it is also our second
show hangar, This work is the beginning of improve-
ments to better 604" s showmanship.

_
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